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SWWC Student Enrichment presents the 31st Annual 

January 5, 2023 
(snow date Jan. 6, 2023) 

 
For all students in grades 3-8 

 
Organized by SWWC  

and held at 
Southwest Minnesota State University 

Marshall, MN 
 

REGISTER ON-LINE 
 

Who can register? 
Teachers register groups of students and chaperones 

Parents register their kiddo’s and themselves 
 

www.swwc.org/yw 
 

Registration Deadline: December 6, 2022 

Registration closes at midnight on December 6, 2022 

Do your students like to tell scary stories, funny stories or stories about what they did 
or where they have been? If so, they can come learn how to capture those stories on 
paper. Presenters at the Conference for Young Writers will teach students different 
writing styles and techniques to help them create and enhance their great stories.   
Writing can open a lifetime of opportunities for students. 

Student Enrichment 
1420 East College Drive 
Marshall, MN  56258 



Sessions  

• The Conference features an opening presentation and 
three  1 hr hands-on learning sessions for students. 

• Students choose six session options (grade appropriate) 
and are later scheduled into three sessions. 

• Select sessions in the order of preference. 

• Choices selected by student DOES NOT represent their 
final schedule. 

• The students final schedule is based on session demand 
session sizes; therefore, we cannot guarantee students 
will be assigned all topics requested. We do our best to 
give them as many of their choices as we can. 

• We retain the right to limit the number of students per  
district in a specific session. 

• A session may be cancelled due to the number of stu-
dents registered. 

 

Conference Details 

• Conference information is on www.swwc.org/yw  

• Final schedule and other information will be emailed to 
the person who registered kids, a few days prior to the 
event or as soon as it is ready. 

• Please share information with chaperones/parents. 

• Chaperones/parents are responsible for knowing the con-
ference information and the cancellation policy. 

• Contact person will need to check-in and pick up their 
groups packet the morning of the conference. 

 

Book Fair—Commuter Lounge (BA Bldg.) 

• Usborne Books will run the book fair. 
 

Students with Special Needs 

• The SWWC Service Cooperative, in accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA), is dedicated to 
making conference activities accessible to all students. 
Please contact Andrea for special accommodations by 
December 6, 2022. 

 

Cancellation and Refund Policy 

• Cancellation requests must be received by final registra-
tion deadline for a refund less a $10/student service 
charge. 

• After deadline, no refunds will be processed. 

• If a student is unable to attend, try to send someone in 
their place and notify us of the change.  

Questions? 
Website:  www.swwc.org/yw   
Contact: Andrea at 507-537-2257 
 andrea.anderson@swwc.org 

General Registration 

• Available to students in grades 3-8 

• REGISTER ON-LINE— www.swwc.org/yw 

• All attending adults must be registered. 

• There is no student/adult ratio at this time. 

• Not required but prefer contact person be an attending 
 adult. 
 

School Participants 

• Schools attending are responsible for collecting and en-
tering registrations and gathering payments. 

• If your school is unable to attend, direct parents to the 
website to access the conference information, giving 
them the option to attend on their own. 

• Please make sure parents sending students are aware of 
the cancellation policy. 

• School district funding may be available to support teach-
er and student participation in SWWC enrichment pro-
grams through MINNESOTA GIFTED AND TALENTED REVE-
NUE MN Statute § 126C.10 2(b). 

 

Parent Participants 

• Check with your school to see if they are handling regis-
trations and providing transportation, etc. 

• If a parent misses the school registration deadline, they 
can still register and attend on their own. 

• Adult must be registered with students. 
 

Registration Fees and Deadlines 

• Registration Deadline: midnight on December 6, 2022 
$40/per student 
$10/per adult 

• Registration closes at midnight on Dec. 6. 
 

Payments 

• Payments are made at the time of registration with Credit 
Card. Payments go through WePay. 

 

Lunch 

• Bring your own lunch – refrigeration not available. 

• Campus cafeteria is closed for winter break. 

• Check with your school about the sack lunch program. 

• Place lunches in containers or coolers and label with 
school/parent name. 

 

Supplies  

• Supplies are provided for students at the conference, 
unless otherwise mentioned in description of session. 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

http://www.swwc.org/ya
mailto:andrea.anderson@swsc.org


AGENDA & KEYNOTE 

 8:00  – 9:00 Check-In, Refreshments  

 9:00  –   9:15 Welcome  

 9:15  — 9:45 Keynote 

 10:00  – 11:00 Session I  

 11:00 –  11:45 Lunch 

 11:45 –  12:45 Session II 

 1:00   – 2:00 Session III 

 9:00  — 2:00 Book Fair (all day in BA Lobby) 

 

As chair of the Bethany Lutheran College Theatre Department, Peter 
Bloedel has been teaching for 30 years and has been entertaining 
crowds professionally for even longer. Bloedel is an active juggler and 
magician and is also one of the founding members of the eclectic folk 
band “The Divers.” He is the originator of Bethany’s annual vaudeville 
revue Theatre Physics, which had its 29th iteration this past fall. He 
has written a number of full-length plays including: Jam Jar Sonnets, 
Icehouse, Life Coach, and Aboveboard, as well as stage adaptations 
for The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and The Adventures of Pinocchio. He 
has also written a number of one-act plays including: The Seussifica-
tion of Romeo and Juliet and The Rules of Comedy. All Together his 
plays have been produced thousands of times in over 45 countries. 
Bloedel lives in Mankato, Minnesota with his wife Sarah.  

Peter Bloedel 
Professor of Theater, musician & juggler 



Select sessions appropriate for students grade level 3-5 or 6-8 

Learn about your Presenters —  See Presenter Bio’s on www.swwc.org/yw 

A) Physical Acting Techniques for The Stage  Gr. 6-8 
The voice is one of the actor's main tools. But just as im-
portant, yet often neglected, is the actor's body. In this 
session we will explore a number of physical acting tech-
niques that can be used to tell stories on stage. We'll be 
observing video as well as trying these techniques our-
selves. Come ready to move and create stage pictures. 
*Peter Bloedel 

 

B) Bring Your Story to Life with 3-D Writing  Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 
Learn and practice seven great hints and tricks to make 
your writing come alive. 1) Write in 3D, not flat - Enhanc-
ing your descriptions. 2) Don't lay an egg - Stay away from 
those information dumps. 3) Oh no, oh no - Conflict and 
plot. 4) This isn't what it is. It is what it isn't - Being crea-
tive and unique. 5) Slam a book! - Showing versus telling. 
6) Eyes and high fives - Body language in dialogue and 
action. 7) Buzz the "was" - Avoiding the passive. Seven 
simple tricks for settings that soar, dialogues with delight, 
action that amazes, characters with charisma, showing 
that's not slowing, and telling that's compelling.  
*J. Michael Blumer 

 

C) Popping Out A Poem  Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 
Come find out what popcorn and poetry have in com-
mon? Students will learn how to write poetry and discov-
er what it takes to put a poem together. They will have a 
chance to write a poem that will pop right up! 
*Susan Stevens Chambers 

 

SESSION TITLE & DESCRIPTIONS 

D) A Prop-Tastic Beginning Gr. 3-5 
Grab a prop AND your reader’s attention by beginning 
your story with plenty of action and movement. We will 
use props, along with a writing “recipe” for success, to 
create exciting opening scenes that will work for every 
fiction genre. After a quick demonstration, students will 
choose a prop and test the method for themselves. 
*Jennifer Davidson 
 

E) Light Up the Screen with Your Story Gr. 6-8 
Are you a writer with ideas too big to fit the page and 
want to express yourself on the screen instead? In this 
class we'll dissect the opening scene of a movie, both on 
paper and on screen, learn essential screenwriting tech-
niques, and then try out our skills using our own original 
story ideas. *Jennifer Davidson 

 
F) Creating Phantasmic Worlds   Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 

Create a world your readers can dive into! Learn about 
world-building tips and techniques to craft a believable, 
unique setting for your characters, no matter the genre. 
Students will complete some world-building prompts 
along with the session. The only materials are a pen/
pencil, paper, and some imagination! *El Holly 

 
G) Writing a TV News Story in a Flash Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 
 Let’s learn how to turn a news story in 1 hour. We will 

watch news stories and then students will be given a 
"story scenario" from which they'll write their own tv 
news story. Students will learn how to write creatively 
and effectively in a matter of minutes. Creativity is en-
couraged. *John Lauritsen  



H) How Eating an Oreo Cookie Can Improve Your Writing! 
  Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 
 Using an Oreo cookie and their five senses, students will 

learn how to strengthen their own writing. Poetry, fic-
tion, or nonfiction, the students will come away from the 
presentation with a piece of writing that can be a jump-
ing-off point to a great finished project. *Terri Michels 

 
I) How to Get Your Writings Noticed! Gr. 7-8 
 In order to get things noticed, you need to know how to 

write succinctly and professionally, so websites, newspa-
pers, radio and TV stations can promote your cause or 
career. Mr. Moore will cover the basics of promotional 
writing to help you generate awareness from the things 
you believe in. *Patrick Moore 

 
J) Hip Hop Poetics and the Art of Rap Gr. 5 & 6-8 
 Join hip hop artist SEE MORE PERSPECTIVE as he helps 

you dissect the musical and literary art form of rap. 
Count bars, construct your own rhymes to a beat, make a 
collaborative beat with your peers, and learn how to spit 
bars. *SEE MORE PERSPECTIVE 

 
K) You Are the Writer Gr. 4-5 & 6-8 
 Your ideas are good ideas, so get creative. 

Using your ideas we will make a 
structure or framework of your 
story to make it come alive. *Patrick Ryan 

 
L) Who Are Your Crew? Gr. 3-5 & 6 
 Ever want to know more about the other characters in a 

story? In this session, pirate author Ozgur K. Sahin will 
teach the importance of secondary characters--the crew-
men who make the ship and story work. Learn how to 
create a secondary pirate character, how to link them to 
main characters, and how to explore the details that will 
make your characters fit into the main story. 

 *Ozgur Sahin 

SESSION TITLE & DESCRIPTIONS Cont. 

M) Readers Theater Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 
 Readers Theater is a great way to practice your acting 

skills! This class is very hands on with EVERYONE per-
forming in a short and silly production that will have eve-
ryone reading with EXPRESSION. No experience neces-
sary! If you are new to theater, this is a great way to 
learn if performing is for you. Come prepared to be 
someone or something you are not. *Melanie Schmidt 

 
N) Mapping Your Story Gr. 5 & 6-8 
 Writers are explorers and explorers need maps. Maps 

provide information about an area, guide us in the right 
direction and tell stories. In this session, you will begin 
creating a story by literally drawing a map of your story's 
world. We will brainstorm an idea and character as well 
as discuss a few storytelling techniques to help you de-
velop a unique place where your story can unfold. 
*Gillian Singler 

 
O) Making a Monster Jam (of Comics) Gr. 3-5 
 Love writing stories? Can you picture it all in your head, 

but aren't sure what you need for a story to feel com-
plete? Come ready to jam on the page. In class, we'll pull 
together pictures to create monsters. We'll discover 
monsters of ideas by drawing creatures at different mo-
ments in life. You'll leave with the frame of a story––and 
ideas for building new comics, new characters, and better 
stories going forward. *Kate St. Vincent Vogl 

 
P) The Power of Perspective Gr. 3-5 & 6-8 
 Learn how tapping into your one-of-a-kind perspective 

can bring your stories to life. Discover story telling tech-
niques that will help readers see the world through your 
eyes. Transform your everyday experiences into images 
that make readers feel, relate, and pay attention. Come 
ready to write! You will have the opportunity to share 
your work with the group. *Sarah Warren 



SWWC Service Cooperative 

Conference For  
Young Writers 

Changes Needed? 
 

Please notify us of any changes in  
your contact info or if you need to be removed  

from our contact list.  
Contact Andrea at 507-537-2257 or  

andrea.anderson@swwc.org 

Our Partners: 
Monogram Foods Loves Kids Foundation 
Southwest Minnesota Arts Council 
Southwest Initiative Foundation 
Schwan 
Southwest MN Workforce Development Board 
United Way of McLeod County 
United Way of Southwest Minnesota 
United Way of Nobles County 
Redwood Electric Trust 
Renville Sibley Cooperative Power 
Meeker Cooperative Electric Trust 
Sioux Valley Energy Customers’ Trust 
Agralite Electric Trust 
Federated Rural Electric 
MN Valley Coop Light & Power Trust 
Kandiyohi Power Cooperative Trust 
Southwest MN State University 
Marshall Radio 

Note: Current partner list as of 8/18/22. 
For the full list of partners go to www.swwc.org/foundation 


